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‘‘ Depression”’ and the Death Rate 


In an article written by Miss Jes- 
samine §. Whitney for Michigan 
“Out of Doors” for May, 1931, an 
excellent summary is made regarding 
the effect of the present economic 
conditions on the tuberculosis death 
rate. The following quotations from 
it may be helpful for use in local pub- 
licity : 

“Will the decline in the death rate 
continue, even through the present 
period of economic depression? Na- 
tional figures for 1930 are not yet 
available, but there is the testimony 
of the Metropolitan Life Insurance 
Company’s data for the year 1930, 
which shows that the tuberculosis 
death rate for that year not only 
reached a new low point for their in- 
dustrial policyholders, but the decline 
over the previous year was over 7 
per cent. 

“This Company comments as fol- 
lows in regard to this striking reduc- 
tion: 

“‘Particularly gratifying features of 
the improvement are the reductions in all 
parts of the country, in both cities and 
rural districts, among the colored people 
as well as the white, and, in all proba- 
bility in every occupation and industry. 
But the greatest measure of success in the 
fight against tuberculosis has been achiev- 
ed among the wage-earning populations 
of the cities, and it is in this element of 
the population that the situation has al- 
ways been the most serious.’ 


“It must be remembered that the 
year regarding which these observa- 
tions are made is the one just past, 
the first year of the economic depres- 
sion. And the industrial policyhold- 
ers of this Company number about a 
sixth of the entire population, surely 
4 significant sample. 

“But. someone argues, the immedi- 
ate result of the depression would not 
be to increase deaths from tubercu- 
losis, but to increase the number of 
cases which would not add to the 
mortality until later. There would 


be a so-called lag or delay between 
the curve of depression and the re- 


sultant mortality curve. Again we 
must turn to Metropolitan figures 
and say simply that up to March Ist* 
of this year there was a further drop 
of the tuberculosis death rate to a 
new minimum for the corresponding 
season of any year. And this in the 
face of general adverse health condi- 
tions and with some rise in the gen- 
eral death rate... .” 

“Perhaps this lag of mortality 
which many predict will not begin to 
show until later in the year, or per- 
haps in another year, may come, and 
it is not entirely improbable, but until 
it begins to be apparent statistically 
we have every reason for being op- 
timistic. Even a slight rise in the 
tuberculosis death rate for 1931 
would not be a matter of great con- 
cern. In 1917 and 1918 the tubercu- 
losis rate rose, but in the following 
years declined sharply and has since 
been on an accelerated rate of de- 


*Later Bulletin of Metropolitan Life shows 
decline continuing up to May first. 


Institutes on Case Finding 


Plans are now under way for con- 
ducting regional Institutes on Case 
Finding for executives of state and 
city tuberculosis associations. They 
will be held under the joint auspices 
of the Committee on Health Educa- 
tion of the National Conference of 
Tuberculosis Secretaries and _ the 
National Tuberculosis Association. 
Three members of the National’s 
staff will lead the round-table dis- 
cussion, which will be informal and 
spontaneous. At convenient intervals, 
the discussion of health topics will be 
summarized by a prominent health 
officer. 

Complete plans have not been 
effected but it is definitely under- 
stood that the institute for the south- 
ern states will be held in Atlanta on 
October 6, 1931, immediately preced- 
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Ii Get Ready! All 


“Profit by past experience” may 
well be the motto for 1931 Christmas 
seal sale workers. By studying the 
causes responsible for the 1930 sale 
drop of about $200,000, reasonable 
emergency methods may be adopted 
early to help insure a successful cam- 
paign for 1931. 

B. G. Eaves has been in corre- 
spondence with a number of state 
and local secretaries during the past 
few months and has collected some 
valuable suggestions which will ap- 
pear in the BULLETIN in September, 
October and November. This series 
of three articles will be’ directed par- 
ticularly to the local seal agents. 
They are based on the experience of 
local seal agents who have secured 
good results with new methods, or 
who have made improvements in 
their mail sales, 

Please place your orders for addi- 
tional copies of the three issues of the 
BULLETIN to distribute among local 
seal agents in your state or com- 
munity. The National Association 
will be unable to supply reprints on 
account of the expense. Orders 
placed before the regular issues of the 
BULLETIN are printed will be filled 
at the rate of $1.25 per hundred, in- 
cluding transportation. 

In September—The first article 
will contain new information relating 
to the preparation and use of lists for 
the mail sale campaign. 

In October—Suggestions will be 
offered for securing new money 
which cannot be collected through 
the mail sale. 

In November—The concluding 
article will give a topical outline of 
the essential work relating to the 
preparation and management of the 
local seal sale. 


Ii Get Ready! All 
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Institutes on Case Findings 

(Continued from page 29) 
ing the Southern Conference, and 
that the Mississippi Valley institute 
will be held in St. Paul, Minnesota, 
on September 24, 1931, immediately 
following the Mississippi Valley Con- 
ference. A meeting for the western 
states will probably be arranged for 
January in Salt Lake City while 
the meeting for New England and 
the North Atlantic states will be held 
in New York some time in January. 
Each regional institute will be in 
charge of a director, Dr. E. A. 
Meyerding of St. Paul will serve in 
that capacity for the Mississippi Val- 
ley group. 

Finding and controlling the spread- 
ers of tuberculosis is perhaps the 
‘most important measure in the tu- 
berculosis program. Case finding is 
not the direct responsibility of tuber- 
culosis associations, but the promotion 
of case finding is. How to arouse the 
interest and sense of obligation of 
those responsible for case finding 
(physicians and official health work- 
ers) is our problem. 

In recent years all too little 
thought has been given to case find- 
ing. Meantime our knowledge of 
the epidemiology of tuberculosis has 
beenenriched. Our newer conceptions 
of childhood tuberculosis, for exam- 
ple, throw new light on case finding. 
Executives of tuberculosis associations 
should, therefore, revive their interest 
in case finding, evaluate the newer 
knowledge in terms of case control, 
and urge the use of modern methods. 
Moreover, next year’s Early Diag- 
nosis Campaign will be concerned 
with case finding, under the slogan, 
“Tuberculosis causes tuberculosis. 
Every case comes from another.” 

For these reasons, now is the time 
to “brush up” on the subject so that 
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our work may be given more precise 
direction and so that the publicity 
message of next year shall have the 
ring of conviction. 

Three main topics have been tenta- 
tively selected, as follows: (a) Case 
finding—Why? How? By whom? 
(b) Evaluation of the several case- 
finding methods. (c) Plans for 1932 
Early Diagnosis Campaign. 


Report from Cleveland 


Under the auspices of the Anti- 
Tuberculosis League of Cleveland, 
an unusually fine survey of the tuber- 
culosis work of that city has just been 
issued. The report is entitled, The 
Merriam Memorial Survey of Tu- 
berculosis Control, and contains 86 
pages. Professor Ira V. Hiscock of 
Yale University conducted the sur- 
vey. It is a thorough-going incisive 
study of tuberculosis work in Cleve- 
land with recommendations for the 
development of future programs. 
Copies of the report may be secured 
from the office of the Anti-Tubercu- 
losis League, 715 Superior Avenue, 
Northeast, Cleveland, Ohio, for a 
nominal sum. 


Boarding Club Dedicated 


The dedication of the new Board- 
ing Club of the Hennepin County 
Tuberculosis Association held June 
13. in Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
marked an interesting step in the 
outstanding progress which that 
county is making in after-care. The 
attractive home, formerly the resi- 
dence of Mrs. W. O. Winston and 
donated by her, was modernized by 
over thirty Minneapolis business 
firms. Here accommodations are 
provided for twenty young men and 


women between the ages of 18 and 
35, former tuberculosis and heart pa- 
tients, during their rehabilitation 
period. As soon as they begin to 
work they pay something toward 
their living expenses at the Club, and 
when able to maintain themselves 
they are encouraged to live elsewhere. 

“The only institution of its kind in 
the country,” was how Dr. Kendall 
Emerson, the principal speaker at the 
ceremonies, described the Club. Mr. 
Hopkins of the National Tubercu- 
losis Association was also present. 

The Minneapolis after-care pro- 
gram, which carries on educational 
work, vocational guidance, training 
and placement under the supervision 
of Miss Kathryne M. Radebaugh, 
Executive Secretary of the Hennepin 
County Tuberculosis Association, has 
shown excellent results during the 
past year. Cooperating with the Tu- 
berculosis Association are the Exten- 
sion Division of the Minneapolis 
Public Schools, Glen Lake Sana- 
torium and the State Division of Re- 
Education. 

Highlights in the 1930 after-care 
program in Minneapolis were the giv- 
ing of educational work to 128 adult 
patients, introduction of vocational 
guidance at the Sanatorium, advise- 
ment, training, and placement of 28 
ex-patients, rehabilitation by 
permanent placement of 21 ex-pa- 
tients. 

The opening of the new Boarding 
Club will greatly assist in furthering 
the work of rehabilitation which is 
being so well organized in that 
county. It also offered the Association 
an excellent opportunity for Christ- 
mas seal publicity through the wide- 
spread use of the slogan, “Financed 
by the sale of Christmas seals.” 


Hennepin County’s New Boarding Club, part of its After-Cdre Program 
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Summer Round Up 


The July-August issue of the Bul- 
letin of the Pennsylvania Tubercu- 
losis Society is devoted to the Sum- 
mer Round Up in the Keystone 
State. The tuberculosis associations 
throughout Pennsylvania are giving 
active assistance and cooperation to 
the State Congress of Parents and 
Teachers in its campaign to send to 
the entering grade of school a class 
of children as free as possible from 
remediable physical defects. The 
Franklin County Tuberculosis So- 
ciety, the Montgomery County Tu- 
berculosis and Public Health Society, 
the Bethlehem Tuberculosis and 
Health Society, the Delaware County 
Tuberculosis Association, the Clear- 
field County Tuberculosis Society, 
the Anti-Tuberculosis Society of 
Schuylkill County, the Blair County 
Tuberculosis and Health Society and 
the Tuberculosis League of Pitts- 
burgh are among the associations giv- 
ing definite service in this work. 

It is hard to estimate the value of 
the Summer Round Up. _ Several 
years ago it was estimated by the 
Pennsylvania State Health Depart- 
ment that lack of attendance due to 
illness and physical defects of Penn- 
sylvania’s school children cost the 
state annually $18,000,000. If every 
child could enter the first grade free 
from remediable physical defects this 
heavy financial burden would be ma- 
terially reduced. The Pennsylvania 
figures can be repeated for all other 
states. Dr. J. F. Rogers of the U. S. 
Office of Education says that at least 
75 per cent of the total defects found 
during school life are present in chil- 
dren of the first grades. 

All tuberculosis associations are 
urged to cooperate to the fullest ex- 
tent with their local representatives 
of the National Congress of Parents 
and Teachers in this constructive 
health program, “The Summer 
Round Up.” 


In Grand Rapids 


_ Grand Rapids is claiming a record for 
itseif. Recent figures compiled after a 
Program of tuberculin tests and X-rays 
in a large high school of 2,100 students 
showed that 73% of them volunteered for 
a test. Most places report that just about 
50% of high school students respond to 
similar work. In Grand Rapids 88% of 
senior girls and boys took the test. Alto- 
Sether 1,550 of the 2.100 senior and junior 
high students were tested, 26% of whom 


Survey, Kansas City 


Kansas City Health and Hospital 
Survey is an excellent report of a 
survey started in May, 1930, and pre- 
sented to the Public Health and Wel- 
fare Committee on February 3, 1931 
by Dr. W. F. Walker, Field Director 
and Executive Secretary on Admini- 
strative Practices of the American 
Public Health Association. 

The report is made in three major 
divisions: (1) The public health ser- 
vice of the voluntary and tax-support- 
ed agencies; (2) Community aspects 
of hospital facilities; (3) The ad- 
ministration of the City Hospital 
group. It is a volume of three hun- 
dred and twenty-nine pages, attract- 
ively printed on a good grade of 
paper, and contains twenty-four 
charts and ninety-five tables. 

A limited number of copies has 
been reserved for distribution at a 
small cost. If interested, write to 
Arch §. Davis, Civic Department, 
Chamber of Commerce, Kansas City. 


College of Physicians 


The dates for the Sixteenth Annual 
Clinical Session of the American Col- 
lege of Physicians are April 4 to 8, 
1932. Following the Clinical Session 
meeting at the Palace Hotel, San 
Francisco, a program, principally of 
entertainment, will be arranged at 
Los Angeles April 9, 10, and 11. 

Dr. S. Marx White, of Minneapo- 
lis, President of the American College 
of Physicians, will arrange the Pro- 
gram of General Sessions. Dr. Wil- 
liam J. Kerr, Professor of Medicine 
at the University of California Medi- 
cal School, San Francisco, is General 
Chairman of local arrangements, and 
will be in charge of the Program of 
Clinics. Dr. Francis M. Pottenger, 
of Monrovia, is President-Elect of 
the College, and will be in charge of 
the arrangements at Los Angeles. Mr. 
E. R. Loveland, Executive Secretary, 
133-135 South 36th Street, Phila- 
delphia, is in charge of general and 
business arrangements, and may be 
addressed concerning any feature. 


had positive reaction. Medical findings 
have not yet been completely tabulated. 

Advance education with each group 
just before they were to be tested was 
given as the chief factor in the good re- 
sponse, according to Blanche H. De- 
Koning, executive secretary. Splendid 
cooperation of the principal and faculty 
and a prize of $15.00 to the session room 
with the highest percentage tested were 
also helpful. : 


Supply Service Notes 
Reprints to be Published 


The following reprints from the 
Journal of the Outdoor Life will be 
ready for distribution about the end 
of August. If you are interested in 
them write your state tuberculosis 
and health association. 

Ir I Hap ONLY KNOWN IN THE 
BEGINNING WHat I Know Now, 
Fannie Benson Rogers. 

WHERE TO Cure, Dr. Jago Gald- 
ston, 

TUBERCULOSIS CONTROL 
THROUGHOUT THE Wor _p, Louis I. 
Dublin. 


Nurses’ Institutes Popular 


Nearly 2,000 private duty, institu- 
tional, and public health nurses have 
attended the institutes on tubercu- 
losis for public health nurses which 
have been conducted during the past 
year by Mrs. Violet H. Hodgson 
throughout the country. Interest in 
these institutes has been manifested 
also by tuberculosis secretaries and 
board members, besides various indus- 
trial plants in the communities where 
the institutes were conducted. Among 
the public health nurses who have at- 
tended have been visiting nurses, 
school nurses, and industrial nurses 
employed by official and non-official 
agencies. Local and state tubercu- 
losis secretaries sponsored the in- 
stitutes and letters from the field 
indicate that a most worth while 
need has been filled through increas- 
ing the knowledge of tuberculosis not 
only among tuberculosis nurses but 
among groups who heretofore were 
unfamiliar with tuberculosis work. 

The states in which institutes were 
given were Missouri, Indiana, Min- 
nesota, Nebraska, Georgia, Louisiana, 
Massachusetts, Kansas and New Jer- 
sey. In general the following topics 
were covered and indicate the scope 
of the ground covered: interpretation 
of tuberculosis nursing in a public 
health nursing program; outstanding 
historical and sociological aspects of 
tuberculosis; tuberculosis infection 
and disease; treatment of tuberculo- 
sis as related to different types and 
stages of the disease; nursing pro- 
cedures and techniques in the home; 
and community relationships. 

Plans are being made to conduct 
other institutes in the fall. 
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Social Work Council 


The National Social Work Council, a 
deliberative group of representatives of 
most of the leading national social work 
agencies in the country, has at the pres- 
ent time, twenty-three organizations rep- 
resented, Monthly meetings are held 
during the year, except in the summer 
months and topics of broad general in- 
terest to the entire group are discussed. 
No votes are allowed, not even expres- 
sions of opinion. the purpose of the gath- 
erings being purely for mutual discussion 
and interchange of ideas. 

Among the various topics recently dis- 
cussed are, for example, training of 
workers, the unemployment situation in 
relation to tuberculosis work, financial 
federations and their influence on national 
social work, etc. The Chairman of the 
Council is Mr. Howard S. Braucher of 
the National Recreation Association and 
the Executive Secretary, David H. Hol- 
brook, well known to most of the state 
tuberculosis secretaries. The office is now 
at 450 Seventh Avenue, New York City. 

The following is a list of the member 
organizations of the Council with the ap- 
pointed representatives of each: 


Amer. Assn. for Labor Legislation, 131 E. 
23 St., N. Y. C—Dr. John B. Andrews, 
John A. Fitch (105 E,. 22). 

American Country Life Association, 105 
E. 22 St. N. Y. C.—B. Y. Landis, 
Walter J. Campbell (Int. Y.M.C.A. 
College, Springfield, Mass.). 

American Red Cross, Nat. Headquarters, 
Washington, D. C—James L. Fieser 
Robert E. Bondy. 

American Social Hygiene Association, 450 
Seventh Ave., N. Y. C—Dr. William 
F. Snow, Dr. Maurice A. Bigelow. 

Assn. of Community Chests & Councils, 
Graybar Bldg., N. Y. €.—Allen T. 
Burns, Madeline Berry. 

Boys’ Club Federation, Graybar Bldg., 
N. Y. C.—C. J. Atkinson, R. K. At- 
kinson. 

Boy Scouts of America, 2 Park Ave., N. 
Y. C.—James E. West, Dr. George J. 
Fisher. 

Camp Fire Girls, Inc., 41 Union Sq., N. 
Y. C—Lester F. Scott, Florence Hughes. 

Child Welfare League of America, 130 E. 
22 St., N. Y. C—C. C. Carstens, Jessie 
z Condit (5 Belmont Ave., Newark, 


N. J.). 

Family Welfare Assn. of America, = = 
22 St., N. Y. C.—Linton B. Swift, M 
John M. Glenn, 

Girl Scouts, Inc., 670 Lexington Ave., N. 
Y. C.—Josephine Schain, Harriett E. 
Harris. 

Nat. Assn. of Legal Aid Organizations, 
3660 University Ave., Los Angeles, Cal. 
John S. Bradway. 

Nat. Assn. Travelers Aid Societies, 25 W. 
43 N. Y. C-—Sherrard Ewing, 
Bertha McCall. 

Nat. Board of the Young Women's Chris- 
tian Associations, 600 Lexington Ave., 
N. Y. C.—Anna V. Rice Enma P. 
Hirth. 

National Child Labor Committee, 331 
Fourth Ave., N. Y. C—Courtney 
widdie. 

Nat. Society for Prevention of Blindness, 
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450 Seventh Ave., N. Y. C.—Lewis H. 
Carris, Edward M. Van Cleve (999 Pel- 
ham Parkway). 

National Consumers’ League, 156 Fifth 
Ave., N. Y. C.—Mrs. Florence Kelley, 
Mrs. Frederick Nathan. 

Nat. Council of the Young Men’s Chris- 
tian Associations, 347 Madison Ave., N. 
Y. C.—J. A. Urice, M. R. Shelton. 

National Health Council, 450 Seventh 
Ave., N. Y. C—Thomas C. Edwards. 

Nat. Organization for Public Health 
Nursing, 450 Seventh Ave., N. Y. C.— 
Katharine Tucker, Alma Haupt. 

National Probation Association, 450 Sev- 
enth Ave., N. Y. C.—Charles L. Chute, 
Charles A. Gatis. 

National Recreation Association, 315 
Fourth Ave., N. Y. C.—H. S. Braucher. 

National Tuberculosis Association, 450 
Seventh Ave., N. Y. C.—Dr. Kendall 
Emerson, Dr. Philip P. Jacobs. 


New York Legislation 


When the New York State Legislature 
adjourned this April it had to its credit 
the most significant health legislation en- 
acted in many years. For a while it had 
seemed to those who followed the impend- 
ing action that it was to take the most 
forward-going step made since 1913, 
namely the requiring of every county in 
the State to establish a county health de- 
partment. At the last moment, however, 
this measure was deferred until next year. 
To quote Senator Knight and Assembly- 
man McGinnies, the respective leaders in 
the Senate and the Assembly, “We assume 
that this discussion will be renewed next 
year and that it will have at that time 
serious consideration on the part of the 
Legislature which its importance de- 
serves.” 

The measures enacted which will do 
much to further health, mean that New 
York State will have in the next few 
years three new district tuberculosis sana- 
toria, bu‘lt by the State. An appropria- 
tion of $750,000 was made to purchase 
the three necessary sites and to begin the 
construction of one. These sanatoria will 
meet a most pressing state need, for at 
the present time there are 25 counties in 
up-state New York without public sana- 
toria facilities and with a population of 
nearly one million. 

It has been estimated that the State and 
counties together have at the present time 
only about 60% of the hospital beds nec- 
essary for the adequite treatment of tu- 
berculous patients. Further, a few small 


counties which have constructed sanatoria. 


have found it extremely difficult to main- 
tain proper standards because of cost. 
There seemed no other alternative but for 
the State to provide modern sanatorium 
facilities for the few counties which are 
now w'thout them and for those small 
counties with sanatoria which cannot meet 
accepted standards of care. 

In addition. the adm‘n‘strative and fis- 
cal control of the State Hospital for In- 
ciptent Tubercu'osis at Brook. and the 
Reconstruction Home for Crippled Children 
at West Haverstraw are transferred from 
the State Department of Social Welfare 


Appalling Situation 


Mrs, J. E. King, President of the 
Texas Board of Education and of the 
Bexar County Health Association 
calls the attention of the tuberculosis 
associations to the appalling tubercu- 
losis situation in Porto Rico.  Insti- 
gated by a letter received from Gov- 
ernor Roosevelt of Porto Rico, she 
writes: 

“It is my understanding that 
through the splendid work of Miss 
Jessamine S. Whitney of the staff of 
the National Tuberculosis Associa- 
tion, our newest and youngest mem- 
ber of the National’s family—the 
Porto Rico Tuberculosis Association 
—has recently been organized. But 
without our help this new organiza- 
tion, as Governoor Roosevelt points 
out, will have difficulty in providing 
funds to carry out its ambitious pro- 
gram. . . . If tuberculosis is ever to 
be stamped out there, our organiza- 
tions in the United States must pro- 
vide the bulk of the ‘sinews of war’ 
against this common enemy. They 
will need our help, now. . . . Why 
cannot every state and local tubercu- 
losis organization in the United 
States stress the urgency of this ap- 
peal for aid in our Island dependency? 
. . Through special contributions 
from interested people, we should do 
our bit to help the little brother who 
has begun a valiant fight to combat 
this scourge. I believe no more 
worthy cause exists at this time. . . .” 


and the Division of Standards and Pur- 
chase to the State Department of Health. 
Furthermore, a Division of Orthopedics 
and a Division of Cancer Control are also 
established in the State Department of 
Health. 

Another measure passed requires that 
in all cities with over 50,000 population 
health officers hereafter appointed shall 
devote their entire time to the duties of 
their office and shall not engage in the 
private practice of medicine. 

All these provisions proceeded directly 
from the work of the Special Hea!th 
Commission are well known to the tuber- 
Roosevelt in May, 1930, with Dr. Livings- 
ton Farrand, President of Cornell Uni- 
versity, as Chairman, and Dr. Thomas 
Parran, Jr., State Commissioner of Health, 
Secretary. The other members of the 
Commision are well known to the tubercu- 
culosis workers of the country: George W. 
Cottis, M.D., Simon Flexner, M.D., Homer 
Folks, Edward L. Keyes, MD., John A. 
Kingsbury, Mrs. Henry Goddard Leach 
MD” Morgenthau, Matthias Nicoll, irs 

John M. O'Hanlon. William H. 
why M.D., Miss Katharine Tucker, 
R.N., Linsly R. Williams, M. D. 
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